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Abstract: Comment descriptions generally provide useful information for understanding the source code.
However, some comments mask problematic code fragments which are complex and/or hard-to-understand.
In the study of refactoring, such problematic code fragments are called “bad smell” and the associated com-
ments serve as “air freshener.” To investigate such impact of comments, this paper collects a lot of source
code from seven major open source software and conducts quantitative analysis on their source code. The
results show the followings: (1) A code having more comments is more fault-prone; (2) A code, whose ratio
of comments to LOC is grater than 12.6%, is about double fault-prone than a code which has no comments;
(3) The assurance of the above trend is higher when the code has not only many comments but also a
comment-out.
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Table 1 Software used in our analysis.

VIR T N=Vav|v—A77 A VE|H#HE (LOC)
Apache Ant [7] 1.3 122 14,230
1.4 173 20,499
1.5 286 33,694
1.6 343 45,796
1.7 720 87,334
Apache logdj [8] 1.0 111 7,636
1.1 98 7,180
1.2 165 14,004
Apache Tomcat [9] 6.0.0 758 122,512
Apache Velocity [10] 1.4 184 22,667
1.5 206 24,591
1.6 219 26,285
Apache Xalan [11] 2.4 634 94,971
2.5 716 117,692
2.6 828 149,328
2.7 850 155,094
Eclipse [12] 2.0 6,143 765,765
2.1 4,838 690,736
3.0 9,727 1,262,893
Xerces [13] 1.2 411 60,032
1.3 425 64,503
GEl 27,957| 3,787,442
8
g J
° - I T T T 1
0.0 05 10 15 20

CMR
1 CMR ED 5
Fig. 1 Distribution of CMR values.
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Fig. 2 Distribution of COUTR values.
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Table 2 Distribution of LOC values.
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£33 VAT 7 AIVEEDGHE
Table 3 Partition of source file set.
E2Y HMTBT AN RO HiH V=T 7 AWK
G1 H/ME < LOC < 4 1 U i%k 2 < LOC < 24 7,203
Ga 55 1 W% < LOC < Whiaefis 24 < LOC < 60 6,823
Gs hduE < LOC < % 3 W44 60 < LOC < 146 6,970
Gy | B3 MM < LOC < fekfii AUz F<) | 146 < LOC < 329 4,226
K4 KA T7A4VES G \2BIFS CMR, COUTR B LU o
FR 4
Table 4 CMR, COUTR and FR values in G;. 3 G
77 A WS | CMR (h9tfi) | COUTR (hotfi) | FR 7] U
Gh 0 0 0.0780 £ . e e
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g 1 T T T
& ZERO Low HIGH
CMR
s 5 O— NEE (Gy) raxy higikE (CMR) O&MEEICE
e o | 0.1054 757 %=V MEESE (FR)
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Suff) o (p: 0.123 — 0.248 (2.02 %)

Fig. 3 CMR median value in G;.
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Fig. 4 FR value of G;.
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Table 5 FR value in each combination of code size and CMR

categories.
V—=AT 7 AN CMR
B ZERO | FE7% | LOW | F&7% | HIGH
G 0.073 = 0.071 < 0.130
Ga 0.123 = 0.111 < 0.248
Gs 0.162 < 0.198 < 0.312
Gy 0.235 = 0.283 < 0.440
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o G3: 0.162 — 0.312 (1.93 %)

o Gy: 0.235 — 0.440 (1.87 %)
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Table 6 FR value in each combination of code size and
COUTR categories.

V—=AT 7 AN COUTR
= ZERO | %7 | NON-ZERO
Gt 0.076 < 0.333
Go 0.143 < 0.326
G3 0.219 < 0.309
Gy 0.340 < 0.376
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0.2
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Fig. 6 FR value in each combination of code size and COUTR

categories.
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D, IAY T POFEIZERT S 2 LI —EDFfEX
HDHERDNDLH, T X FFLRERICILND & EDOFHE

*3  COUTR # ZERO %7213 NON-ZERO (Z[H%E L 723& 12D Wn
TERZLILICHYT 5.

*4  CMR % ZERO %7213 HIGH IZ[E L2 AIZDOWTERL D
CLITHYT B,
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3hEwnkwnz %,

%8B, “CMRAHIGH” ®b o (£ 5 %) & “CMR »°
HIGH T& 1, 7> COUTR 7S NON-ZERO” b D (£ 7
ZM) 2T 5L, (F—IBOBWEL G ZBAILLT)
o Go: 0.248 — 0.415 (67%lf1 £)*5
o (3 0.312 — 0.377 (21%lf) 1)

o Gy 0.440 — 0.452 (3%l 1)

Lo TWnAh,

PLED SRR 5, CMR & COUTR O )5 25z L
THRBEICT + =V MEAR LR L TWA b Tldk {,
FEARMITIE CMR OFENKEVWEWVZ S, 2F ), CMR
EAKRZENEAICIE 7+ — I FOBES L Y EEbh
ZOA—=FIZaxAY 77 b HDETHET S L) TH
ET7 4 =V MBEEOREDSE L IIHMEL LV 5.

BRI, &V 7 by 2 7B AEBOMEIIZ VTS
ANTBL. AEOGHATL T Eclipse D7 7 4 VB
TOHBEIMBD Y 7 M7 = IR THICRE W (B 12
HB) 728, KRG RARDY Eclipse O & O #E F 12 5i v o2
FZFTWAIREMOBE SN, Z2THEELT, &
VTR TIIOWTS 3.5 HiB LU 3.6 5 & RO 5T
ABNCER L72*0 (5% A2 BH). 205, FREIC
RS 72b 0o, CMR ICET AMHEAIE4EY 7 b
v 7 BB RAEL T, /2, COUTRICEIT S
fE1E, CMR I R WETlE 7% 55 7255, NON-ZERO
DA D FR X ZERO O A & RS ZnLL EE v
M EZHERTE 2. 2O ERD, SHOHIIZE > TH
5772 CMR 5 X OF COUTR |24 A IE—ED—f%
MWAHDLLDEEDbNS.

4. BIEMR

HEEOMALFITIE, IA Y MNLEELLOSE L
RRIZIZE AR LNV, £ OHkTIE, A2 b
XxV—AIA—FrbBEEEVWLEHLZ) ZTa—F
e X b ) 2 APEI TDN, T = oth b T
L. HAHWIFTA Y FIGLRICET A X M) 2 2 b b
B, MDA N 7 AL EQITHNT =5 O—FE )AL
BT > TWnAh,

XYM XEERRLE LKL VL O L LT Fluri
5 [17] X° Tenny [18] DWI%Eh % 5.

CHR[17) TRV 7 MY 2 TREOBBRIZBWT, a-F
LEBITaRA FDEE (gL LEBE) ShTwnl
FICoWTEBN RGN 247> Twhb, L LEI Tl

5 Gy IZBWT “CMR 2 HIGH” Th 58412 FR = 0.248 Th 5
DR L, 2% “CMR 2 HIGH? THh - T B0 “COUTR
#° NON-ZERO” TH A b DI N AT FR=0.415 & 720,
FRAE (74 =)V MEEDES) D 6T%E< % h L) BRTH
L. b FAEETH 5.

6 OMR & COUTR QHLARIZOWTIZY — &7 7 A VA
2% DA L% <, MATBA EZEOTERATHE L W7z fE 5l
DMTITEIE L /2.
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“T AV NRREROEI G T — FYEE EDICEIELLT
W DD L) BALDRRTR ) oty T A4 T A
Gf 3C%) 123 A ¥ b &R0 SO GHT 5T b
NTHEY, KFLDOLHIZT + — v METE & DRI R
IXAY N7 MIEAT A ThbILTn v,

SCH [18] T, 70T a0 HEE V) BEMS, T
# & (procedure) DFEFLE I A ¥ N OFHENZNEN 5
PO LRI DD &) PORRE I Th N TWD, 22T
FFEBRICE Y XY FOFEDSTHEOR Lo &
PHERINTVED, ZOERIITOTTLIIHENLD
Td =V EINL VT EPREREI N 2 TirbNh T
BY, B OEIITT7+— N MEELOERLEEZHL S
bOTIE R, F72, 707 T A0 EMEICET 058 &
LTl Buse b [19] O#iEbH L. £ TlEaxry M LxE
SUEE TR a— FEEIZOWT, 670 T T 4
DO T2ER R A N) 2 AR D B0E) 0k
FEERIZE > TR L TWwA, R LT, a22 M2
T E & L REM LSS E08H L 2 LATREN TV
B, bEb EMFmEORVI—NiZaxy bxEL L
TEZDOWHHOFTE RO PITbN TV L5ED
HAHLEMwMEONTVAD, Aiglda— FOWEGHETIEZR <
T x = MEEDOT R E DR ER LA DD TH L7120
SCHR [19] & BAEIRAIZRL D, LA Leds, wHtkok
WI— FET XY PO TORMEDOHIZE V) HLEITAR
WX OBREM T (GYRF L LToOME ;1 BESE) (2
FTHLDTHY, Witk x BB I ANT 50T b 5% L
TV RENHL LRI,

Fault-prone €Y 2 — VPN L T, I — FONER
M= VHEATHIEL, XATYT7 74 V5 125 558
#FH L T Fault-prone €Y = — VEZ M 50827 H
% [20]. “FHS [21] 132 DFFEE I A ¥ PLONFIZOW
THEMH L, FATREC & [FAEIC T A~ b Fault-prone
EV a2 WRHICEHTHEZ EERLTWVAS, T AL b
DT A = MEEICAT BB % ST 5 &\ ik
BARLEF L THAED, ZOTHEEFA M) 7 2SN
72b DT WD IERN R 7 770 — F 25K G W &35
B, 722, IAY P XONEIE AR A TN
LT, B ROSEDRBIIBVWTSEIILLbDEED
nas.

SCHE [5) B & OF [22) BAGHRLOESTMETHY, 215
Tl Eclipse 12x)3 4 CMR 8 £ 08 COUTR ®illl% & FR
EDOBBRGHEIT>TWD, L L, XHk[B) Clda—F
BEOREPZEINTBLT, 4, wTFhoxmics
WT MY Eclipse ICBE SN THEY), L2 CMR &
COUTR D#ARIZOWTIEEE SR T A o7z, K
LTI R EPLF L, T— FHIEZ S O CMR &
COUTR OHARIZOWT LW 247> T\ b,
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5. b VI(C

Kk, V—Aa2—FiZBIJsaxr boitkesa
AT FOEIEICEHL, TR & 74— )b MBEER
L DR x BRI L7,

THEOF =72 )—=AV 7 72T (V=AT7 74V
27,957, I — FHIE 3,787,442 LOC) 1Z2WT 7 — ¥ Uk
CHREHRIT R AT o 7RG R, T A 2 M 12.6% & B 2 B EA
TREENTWDE L) Za—F (ax» Ml > 0.126)
T, IAYMPFFE o2 RBEN TR VT — RN
T7 4 =) MEEOTREMD 2 R (IEREICIE 1.78~
2.02 %) mwEwOHAIEMERTE . 2, BIEOIT—
FIZaxsy b7y b EINTWDE LX) RIGEIE, Fouf
BEMEDS S HIZEWE W) T E DR T E 7.

KE, TAYILEV—AT—-FOEBEMITLLDT
H5H. 2FY, IXAYMXOFEFHLTHELTTITSD
DTIE v, Lo L, BFEEORK:, &5 WI3HEMEEOS
WI—=RFELLDarxy vaBELTLE) ZEDND
D, N0z I AL NERDEL S &7+ — )V MEEDOUEE
BOEESHBOLDVHEVIHERIIL 72 bDEEZ LN
5. Fowler b 7727 %) Y 7B 5 “RELREGNY O
12LLTaxy MXOFEEXRRHLTEY, 4ROk
R ZOBBIIFETLODOEERS.

T/, BREWRERELT, 22X 7Y FOFE)
TA =NV MEEROFHSEMBRLTND I L LERTE
720 =TV —AHBTIEI-FZDH DR ENT
BY, #HEOITI—- FYUEDTXTYKRY MY L TEIRTEE
ThHbhb TOXIBRBEETT, HRTarxry b7y heL
THEDOIT— P 2BIEDO T — FRIZFEL TWb L)
CEIZLMOE2DOERIIHLIDEEZENL. SO
HETEIALPT T FOERIZE TEAIAALZ LTS
TELT, EHILDHEROWENLR VD, TOLH) %3
AV N7 NOFEIEBICBT 2 —EORITHEEOHN
TEBWHhEEZL, TAYILRIAAY T T FONE
WZOWTHEYEELLOML, 74—V MEEEOBRE
FEHTL T S EDEHROBETH 5.

RBICARFLOFEENSIA Y FLOFRRERETLLD
TRV EZHEALTBL., aAY MLELHLIELE
Na— FOWEET2HLOTIEIR L, WEOKWwa—F
WA Y I HPELE PN TVBEEN DL ENV) I &
ThHY, K LEZ0EFETRAAZDIDOTHE, 2F )
O— FEOMEREFT (5001 VBRI R EY) %
HIN=F D720 DARAY PHREPNLTVEEEH A
B BWEWIZETHL, Tz, TIXA L DL
T =NV MEED1DDOIEICR->TBY, 20X %
I—=FTEIAYPOREIDDOOLAHI—T 1 7%
WKW ZI—-FLE2a—%2BRdTRETHL LIV .
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AV MR LTHTHICERETER L)Yy —RAa—-F %
B EDPHBANTIED A2 0BENICRELL, £4P0a
AV MRV ELRIEELZVWERbRSL. FOHRIZBW
TIRAY MLOHFHEZMERT 200 KRG LOEETIE%
, $VZLL0axy VELEETH L) %a— FIdME
BHIZBWUHICEERZETAHHEICD R )L n) %
WCTHDLI EIFEINWY

HEE AR LOWRICHLELTHEZI AL FELE
& S 1 EHHOBRRI - LS. AR — IR
FHEE MBS - A TR (B) (A& 1 22700035) @
PRz -z CnEd

SENH

[1]  Vermeulen, A., Ambler, S.W., Bumgardner, G., Metz,
E., Misfeldt, T., Shur, J. and Thompson, P.: The Ele-
ments of Java Style, Cambridge University Press, New
York (2000).

[2] MISRA-C ffzes (i) @ MLAABHFEH 125 < 5 MISRA-
C:2004—C SFEAHOREBILT A F, OARER =,
HHL (2006).

[3]  Fowler, M.: Refactoring: Improving The Design of Ex-
isting Code, Addison Wesley Longman, NJ (1999). Ji &
NME, KBaR, FE B, MREEL G Y77 r 8
VY7 Tur Iy SOREAET =, ETY
Yoo X TFar—3 a3y, H I (2000).

[4]  Kernighan, B.W. and Pike, R.: The Practice of Pro-
gramming, Addison Wesley, NJ (1999). falgtzi% GR) :
T s Iy, 7 AF—, FHE (2000).

5] BEHA A =TV =AYV T by TIIBIFET AL
SCRCIR & 7 4 — b MRS & OBIRICE§ 5 HEAERE L,
VI M T LYY T YRR 2010, AT,
B4 R (W), pp.97-100, EURFEM, HIET (2010).

[6] EPHr 3, JKEF & fault-prone €Y 2 — IV FRIEED
HEELWFREN, VI NI TRV ST ) YT VRY
722010 Fa— MY TIVER, EHRLESEAY VRY Y
L 21) =X, Vol.2010, No.2, T&EHRMLHES4: T (2010).

[7]  Apache Ant project: Apache Ant, Apache Software
Foundation (online), available from
(http://ant.apache.org/) (accessed 2011-05-27).

[8]  Apache Logging Services project: Apache log4j, Apache
Software Foundation (online), available from
(http://logging.apache.org/logdj/) (accessed 2011-05-
27).

[9]  Apache Tomcat project: Apache Tomcat, Apache Soft-
ware Foundation (online), available from
(http://tomcat.apache.org/) (accessed 2011-05-27).

[10] Apache Velocity Project: Apache Velocity Site, Apache
Software Foundation (online), available from
(http://velocity.apache.org/) (accessed 2011-05-27).

[11] Apache Xalan project: Apache Xalan Project, Apache
Software Foundation (online), available from
(http://xalan.apache.org/) (accessed 2011-05-27).

[12] Eclipse Foundation: Eclipse Foundation open source
community website, Eclipse Foundation (online), avail-
able from (http://www.eclipse.org/) (accessed 2011-05-
27).

[13] Apache Software Foundation: Apache Xerces Project,
Apache Software Foundation (online), available from
(http://xerces.apache.org/) (accessed 2011-05-27).

[14] Boetticher, G., Menzies, T. and Ostrand, T.: PROMISE

619



BEIEF =R EE Vol.53 No.2 612-621 (Feb. 2012)

Repository of empirical software engineering data
http://promisedata.org/ repository, West Virginia Uni-
versity, Department of Computer Science (2007).

[15] Fenton, N. and Ohlsson, N.: Quantitative Analysis of
Faults and Failures in a Complex Software System, IEEE
Trans. Softw. Eng., Vol.26, No.8, pp.797-814 (2000).

[16] Upton, G. and Cook, I.: A Dictionary of Statistics, 2nd
Edition, Oxford University Press, Oxford (2008). [/
HE (B et ol /\Lﬂjﬁ}i FL (2010).

[17]  Fluri, B., Wiirsch, M., Giger, E. and Gall, H.C.: Analyz-
ing the co-evolution of comments and source code, Soft-
ware Quality Journal, Vol.17, No.4, pp.367-394 (2009).

[18] Tenny, T.: Program Readability: Procedures Versus
Comments, IEEE Trans. Softw. Eng., Vol.14, No.9,
pp.1271-1279 (1988).

[19] Buse, R.P. and Weimer, W.R.: A Metric for Software
Readability, Proc. 2008 Int’l Symp. Softw. Testing and
Analysis, pp.121-130 (2008).

[20] Mizuno, O. and Kikuno, T.: Prediction of Fault-Prone
Software Modules Using a Generic Text Discriminator,
IEICE Trans. Information and Systems, Vol.E91-D,
No.4, pp.888-896 (2008).

[21] $Eﬂ$ﬁ, KEF B 73\17\ k43481235 { Fault-prone
EYa— VHIMEICBI S 3 2 Y MTOEEO ST,
TEHRALIEF A T2 H A, Vol.2010-SE-170, No.10, pp.1-8
(2010).

[22]  BTEHA L 7+ — v NN 723 X > SRl K
Caxy b7y bOERESAT, E-BHEE F S EAsE
#, Vol.110, No.305, KBSE2010-25, pp.13-18 (2010).

[23] Gosling, J., Joy, B., Steele, G. and Bracha, G.: Java
Language Specification, 3rd Edition, Pearson Educa-
tion, NJ (2006). & LAER (FU) @ Java SaBAEAELE 3 B,
Y7y - 72— 3y, FE (2006).

[24] Geeknet, Inc.: Azureus/Vuze, Geeknet, Inc. (online),
available from (http://sourceforge.net/projects/
azureus/) (accessed 2011-05-27).

T 5
Al X b7 MFIOBEEZEF7IVIIX
L [5]

HPXRaI XY VONFEE C T4, CIEEL0DED
XEHT, BHICEATLFEEEATS L, 72720, ax
YFORBB LUK T 2RI LTHEED . 2%
Traditional = X > b [23] (/* */) O¥f, FHHD /7 &

KED “x/7 13 CIl2E&dR ., FEIC1T7ax> s (//)
DYtr, JCHED </ )7 EREDOUYATLTFIL C IZED R\,
ClZBVTRRIZES T 2IEEALFEI RO (1), (2),
(3) DTN THLLE, CHaAY NT Y MNERLT
(1) vIavar <, (2) LEER {7, (3) HEFHIK 3.
72770, FEEATFER, ROVFRIZHEYL LR nwILE
%34 1 22F (ASCII @ SP %), KF% 7 (ASCI ®
HT ), 7+—2474—F (ASCII ® FF 347), AT
(ASCII @ LF 7)), )% (ASCII @ CR 3LF). o
CZIRLZZT VT ANE, T ALY PONBEDOKRBEL
WCEHLZESNRLDTHY), TRz HHICHEET
5. 7L, BYREFLITRTOIAAYNTY M EHB)
HANTEL LI BTRELTVITY) AATIEE W, L L
IS5, CHK (5] TRPHEOF —T V=AY T MYz
7 (Azureus[24] ver.4.2.0.4 ; ¥V — A7 7 A V53,263, #&
LOC 467,329) |2 L CaHiliEER 217> TH Y, kb7
T X402 X 5T 99.8% Traditional I X > k& 98.7% D
117322 (BAETIRI%D I AV ) 2 BHIHB)T
XL EERRLTVE, 2%, JrL CTRERHR T VT
D ALTIR WA, {50 %FECE D 9% D H GG E
GEENHBITE TV BER) 2R TETBY, 15710 %E
M TH 5.

A2 BYT Y TTICHT BEADTER

%V 7 Ny T7I2BIF A CMR filis X O° COUTR i &
FR il & DBR % BN GHT L7245 R AR A1 1IRT. &
DRFIZOVTIZFE S BLUOEGIZALTHE. 72751,
I T EDEAR (>30) ZHERL CRAMM A B
WCDOWTHER T 72012, V—A7 74 IVEE Gy & Gy
DHEBIZOVTORGH 7o 72, FTho « 7 1357
A 30 1272 o2 b DEERT S,

KA1 AV IREHEE (CMR) £ X2 77 bR (COUTR) 12X $ 5 7 4 — )V MERE

%= (FR)

Table A1 FR value in each category of CMR and COUTR.

CMR COUTR
AN ZERO | H#7 | HIGH | ZERO | f#&# | NON-ZERO
Apache Ant 0.106 < 0.205 0.149 0.109
Apache log4j 0.475 = 0.538 — — —
Apache Tomcat 0.035 = 0.089 0.029 0.133
Apache Velocity | 0.508 < 0.722 — — —
Apache Xalan 0.491 < 0.631 0.545 0.607
Eclipse 0.062 < 0.198 0.128 0.121
Xerces 0.067 < 0.333 — — —
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& BR  (E&H)

AAN 48 dEA. R 13 LN TR

FRFGE LA e E R L R gt
BIEMRAE T, WAEEERT L
Fo P19 4 &0 R RFFEA T
R EM. V7 b T A NY 2
A, YAV T Ry T LA
B HAF5EICHE. il (TF). EfEHuiEys, HAE
V7 by TR, HARMBEER Y 7 ¥ 1 %%, IEEE
#RA.
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